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We make no apology for the fact that two pages of this 

issue are taken up with appeals for support. While life 
for many of us continues to improve, that for too many 

across the world stagnates or deteriorates.  

 

While we may often feel frustrated by how little we can 
do or the impact our individual efforts can make, it is 

surely an essential part of our life as Christians to  

continue to do all that we can to feed the hungry, visit 
the sick, . . .  Though there are many calls on our time 

and our money at this time of the year, we need prayer-

fully to prioritise our giving if it is to be of the most 
benefit where there is greatest need. 

 

On other pages we welcome the input from Derek 

McAuley both to our Autumn Meeting and to this issue 
of the Herald. The UCA has always actively supported 

the Unitarian movement and the Officer Group is  

dedicated to ensuring the we continue to do so. 
 

May I wish all of our readers a peaceful and pleasant 

Christmas and our best wishes for the New Year.  
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Kailahun, Sierra Leone Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The BBC 10 o’clock news tonight,1st December, explained how outbreaks of the  ebola 

virus appear to be slowing down in Liberia and Guinea but not in Sierra Leone.   
 

In 2012 the Unitarian Christian Association raised £5000 to support a maternal 
health unit in Kailahun , Sierra Leone. It was in Kailahun area that the first cases of 

ebola in Sierra Leone were identified. Fortunately the number of ebola cases in 

Kailahun is decreasing but day to day life in Kailahun is very difficult. Banks, schools 
and markets have been closed for months to try and limit disease transmission. There 

are food shortages and fears that the situation will become much worse as the harvest 
in late September has been badly affected. 

 
Homes are quarantined for 21 days when there has been a case of ebola or a  

suspected case in the home. This means that the members of the household are  

unable to leave to find food and basic supplies. There have been many cases of  
quarantine being broken by people desperate for food. The chief medical officer of 

Kailahun has said that control of the disease by quarantine will only be successful if 
there are adequate food supplies available for quarantined homes. Christian Aid has 

been working with the Methodist Church, Sierra Leone to distribute food and non-food 
items to 50 quarantined homes in Kailahun. 

 
In October, the UCA sent a cheque for £250 to 

Christian Aid to help support their work in  

Sierra Leone. This year the Christian Aid  
Christmas Appeal is being supported by the UK 

government. Every £1 donated will be matched 
by £1 from the government, up to £5 million.  

 
If you would like to donate to this appeal visit 

www.christianaid.org.uk or telephone 020 7523 

2225.   

http://www.christianaid.org.uk


As most of you will probably know, the UCA is a part of the General Assembly of 
Unitarian and Free Christian Churches, being an affiliated society to that body. 

We are free to hold our own particular Christian theology within the  
denomination as other groups are also free to support their own beliefs. 

 
For my part, I believe that Christianity teaches us to be loving and accepting of 
others and that we are all children of God. Ferenc Dávid otherwise known as 

Francis David, the Hungarian theologian (c.1510 –1579) said, ‘We do not have to 
think alike to love alike’.  Every person has a different perspective on their faith 

and their life ethics, and in my opinion, this is to be celebrated. In that freedom 
we find peace, accepting and learning. 

 
Of late, the UCA Officer Group, have been aware of some confusion among  
members and friends regarding a newly founded group, the Fellowship of Non-

Subscribing Christians (FNSC).  As the present UCA Moderator, I feel that we 
must for our part try to untangle any misunderstanding or misconceptions  

regarding the two groups. 
 

Although, of course, everyone is free to explore the details of the FNSC beliefs for 
themselves, it seems that part of the confusion arises from the fact that many of 
their statements are similar to ours. However, the organisation does  

appear to distance itself from our denomination and this is at odds with the 
UCA’s stated aim to promote Christianity within the Unitarian movement.   

 
By contrast, the UCA is active at our General Assembly Meetings, offering work-

shops, worship and resources both to Ministry Students and lay people.  
We travel around the country visiting various Chapels and Churches making 
friends and sharing in workshops, discussion groups and Christian fellowship.  

 
In short the UCA continues to be a positive and active Christian presence in  

Unitarianism as a whole. We do not want to disengage with our fellow Unitarians 
and friends but to strengthen and create more Christian links. On a very  

personal note I have a genuine sense of loyalty to our denomination, I was  
welcomed as a disenchanted Christian from the Anglican church with its  
unbending catechism. I was supported as a seeker with my doubting faith, and 

years later, I was trained as a Minister and have had the privilege to serve two 
congregations in the North of England.  My allegiance lies with those who have 

nurtured, comforted and educated me.  
 

If you wish to contact me regarding any issues I would be delighted to hear from 
you; please contact me through email chattyministerjean@gmail.com 
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The role of the Unitarian and Free Christian 

Churches within the wider ecumenical  
Movement remains contested from both 

sides. Some Unitarians see involvement as a 
distraction; some in other churches will not 

countenance any Unitarian participation.  
As in most areas of life black and white  

divisions do not reflect the complexity of the 
issue. 

 

I will address three questions in exploring 
this issue; 

 
1. Has the General Assembly at a national 

level any involvement with the wider  
 ecumenical movement? 

2. What is the future for traditional  
  ecumenism? 

3. What are the implications for the  

 Unitarian and Free Christian  
 Movement? 

        
Involvement with wider Ecumenical  

Movement 
 

The formal exclusion of the General  

Assembly from Churches Together Britain 
and Ireland (CTBI) is widely known and I see 

not benefit in rehearsing the old arguments. 
At the time we were urged to apply for  

observer status due to the absence of a 
“coherent corporate life” or a “shared  

Christian faith” but in the end even this was 
rejected. I am amused that the Quakers 

where admitted when they now seem to have 

some of the same issues of discipline and 
belief as ourselves. I also do wonder if there 

is an appetite within the General Assembly 
to re-open this debate? 

 

Not being members or even observers of 

CTBI has not, however, presented  
ongoing involvement in a range of  

ecumenical activities, often related to 
their work. We participated in their 

Faith and Public Issues network while it 
lasted. Karen Hanley attends, and was a 

former Chair, of the RADAR group of the 
Churches and related charities’  

parliamentary officers and for six 

months recently it met at Essex Hall.  
 

Alan Ruston and I regularly attend the 
quarterly meetings of the Churches  

Legislative Advisory Service (CLAS), an 
invaluable opportunity to influence law 

and government as they affect  
congregations and denominations.  

Rev Linda Phillips as Director of Ministry 

attends the Churches Ecumenical  
Liaison Group for Ministerial Training in 

England.  
 

The General Assembly was a founder 
member of Christian Aid and as a  

sponsoring body receives an invitation to 

the AGM and national strategy day 
which enables us to influence policy for 

one of the biggest development agencies 
in Britain. I make a special point of  

attending each year given its  
significance; and of course the former 

Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan  
Williams is now their new chair. 

 

There are opportunities for individuals 
to be involved in the vast array of what 

are called “Bodies in Association” of 
CTBI which cover many different topics.  

 

Unitarians and Free Christians  

The Future of Ecumenism 

 

Derek McAuley 
 
Chief Officer; General Assembly of Unitarian and  

Free Christian Churches 
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Most I am sure would welcome  

volunteers prepared to contribute.  
I personally am involved with a group 

MODEM which explores ministry, 
leadership and organisation and  

having attended an AGM ended up as 
secretary. It is a great opportunity to 

learn from what others are doing and 
contribute our distinctive stance. 

 

In conclusion, therefore Unitarians 
are not absent from the national  

ecumenical scene but we probably 
have to work harder to earn a place at 

the table. We do not have it by right. 
 

Future for Traditional Ecumenism 
The ecumenical scene is changing 

rapidly in response to dramatic trends 

in religion and society. There is  
increasing secularisation, growing  

globalisation meaning that we have to 
“Think Global, Act Local”, and new 

forms of media. 
 

The recently published “UK Christian 

Statistics No 2 2010-2020” by Peter 
Brierley (1.) offers a fascinating  

insight into what is going on with 
church membership. Although church 

membership in the UK is continuing 
to decline overall, the rate of decrease 

seems to have lessened significantly 
since the first edition of this book, 

with the result that the membership 

level previously anticipated for 2020 
will probably not now be evident until 

2025. In my view this translates as 
“things are bad but not as bad as 

feared!” 
 

The trend of decline is bucked in what 

are defined as Independent, New,  
Orthodox, and Pentecostal Churches, 

as well as in the category of smaller  
bodies, all of which reported absolute 

growth between 2008 and 2013, 
much of which can be attributed to 

the effects of immigration.  This is 
seen to be slowing down as the effects 

of immigration wear-off.  

 
Partly for the same reason, church 

membership is static in England. The 

Methodist Church of Great Britain continues 

to be the fastest declining denomination in 
England (-15%).   

 
The traditionally more religious Wales, 

Northern Ireland, and – most notably –  
Scotland have, however, proportionately lost 

most members between 2008 and 2013  
especially in the large denominations within 

each; Union of Welsh Independents (-23%) 

Roman Catholic Church in NI (-20%) and 
Church of Scotland (-29%) respectively.   

There is growing diversity in the type of 
churches with CT England growing from 14 

to 42 member churches since 1990 with 
many new Black and multi-cultural church-

es. How will this wider spectrum of churches 
affect how churches relate to each other?  

 

There is a broader span of theological  
opinions. Peter Colwell has written (2) that 

much of the visionary and even revolutionary 
beliefs of what ecumenism could achieve 

seems very remote from current ecumenical 
priorities. Financial constraints in all 

churches have resulted in positions focused 

on ecumenical work disappearing. This has 
of course affected the General Assembly. 

In multi-religious Britain the focus has 
moved to interfaith and in my role as an  

Executive Committee member of the Inter 
Faith Network of the UK I saw the benefit of 

national engagement at a time of global  
upheaval and internal pressures.  

 

The Government recognises the importance 
of this work, not least through its funding  

support. They have recently widened their 
membership criteria from the former nine 

faiths to embrace others, such as Spiritualist 
National Union, Church of Latter Day Saints, 

Pagan Federation and Druid Network.  

 
Peter Colwell has questioned if Christian-

only initiatives make sense in this new  
environment where much work is going on 

locally with people of other faiths. He argues 
that our ecumenical structures reflect the 

post war European context of intra-Christian 
divisions with what he calls “the blight of  

anti-Semitism to offer any non-Christian  

narrative” which is very different to the  
Europe of today. Bob Fyffe’s work on the 

“Good Society” on the role of churches on  
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imperatives have changed and  

Unitarians can similarly contribute in 
new ways if we are creative, are  

energetic and if we have something to 
offer.     

 

 
 

 
 

 
1 Introduction to “UK Christian  

Statistics No 2 2010-2020” by Peter  
Brierley http://

brierleyconsultancy.com/statistics.html 

 
 

2 Colwell, Peter (2014) “Inter Faith 
and Ecumenical Dialogue, resonances,  

differences, problems and possibilities: 
A View from the British and Irish  

Context” http://www.ctbi.org.uk/

pdf_view.php?id=932 
 

 
 

society has revealed lots of partnerships 

with people of other faiths and none;  
including at All Souls Belfast (NSPCI). 

 
Implications 

 
These significant changes in the  

ecumenical scene cannot be ignored in 
looking at the Unitarian and Free  

Christian contribution and renders much 

of the previous debate redundant. The  
rigid national structures led from the top 

with professional staff involvement is  
being replaced by for informal grassroots 

and interest group activity. This gives us 
new opportunities. Unitarians have  

always operated in a non-sectarian  
manner in our social responsibility  

modelling what is becoming the norm.  

 
We can be a bridge between the churches 

and wider society in some of what were 
regarded as marginal areas of life such as 

LGBT equality and assisted dying. 
 

Our theological understanding of human-

kind and society and our openness to new 
ideas is something that we can bring to 

the ecumenical scene. I think especially of 
the line in “Spirit of Life, come unto 

me” (148 “Sing Your Faith”) by Carolyn 
McDade, “Roots hold me close; wings set 

me free”.  Yes, let us be anchored in the 
traditions that have made us what we are; 

but not unduly constrained by them in 

the search for truth. Unlike some other 
churches we need not fear change and we 

have no desire to retreat into recreating a 
long-lost identity.  

 
Indeed perhaps is this our role. As a 

small, one might say tiny, denomination 

our history teaches us that we are  
unlikely ever to be significantly larger and 

there are probably far more Unitarians 
outside our Movement than in it. We can 

however lead the way – our past, our  
theology and our thinking and actions on 

social justice bring advantages today.   
 

I read an early review recently of R V 

Holt’s “The Unitarian Contribution to  
Social Progress in England” which said 

that Unitarianism was “always dying” but 
re-emerging in new ways. The ecumenical  

http://brierleyconsultancy.com/statistics.html
http://brierleyconsultancy.com/statistics.html
http://www.ctbi.org.uk/pdf_view.php?id=932
http://www.ctbi.org.uk/pdf_view.php?id=932
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How reliable is your memory?  

Or put it another way, can you say 
with all honesty that your 

memories of any particular event 
are actually accurate? 
 

Some years ago now I was taking an MA 
in Education at Sussex University and 

most of my work revolved around  
autobiography. As part of that I put  

together a collection of poems which  

was eventually called Lies from My  
Childhood.  I had asked my mother for 

some photos of myself as a small child 
to use alongside the poems.  

 
My memories of my early childhood are 

not distinctly happy. Where others 

might recall sunny days with the family, 
laughter, parties etc, I could only recall 

long periods of silence and much time 
spent alone. The photos my mother  

provided seemed to back this up. They 
were all of a small boy who looked  

distinctly unhappy, no sign of a smile in 
any of the photos and most of them, 

alone. This seemed to reflect my own 

memories so I went ahead and wrote 
with some conviction. It was some years 

later, looking through albums my  
mother had kept, that I came across lots 

of photos of myself looking happy,  
sitting with other family members,  

obviously enjoying myself. Without  
realising it, my mother had given me all 

the photos in which I looked miserable 

and kept for herself those in which I was 
overtly happy. So which was the more 

accurate? 
 

I ask because I have a distinct  
impression that we tend to misread, or 

miss-recall many stories, twisting them 

to our own ends rather than trying to 

make sense of them in context or 
through any real study and  

understanding.  
 

When we look at the Bible what do we 
see? 

 
When members of Hastings Church 

were on a retreat day recently I set them 

a quick task. Can you put the books of 
the Bible into the order in which they 

were written? There is a good reason for 
wanting to know this as only once we 

have an idea of when particular stories 
came into being, or reached the form we 

have today, can we begin to make sense 
of them. If we were to make judgements 

of fairy stories on the basis of what we 

see in any Disney version we would be 
far adrift from the original.  

 
In the early days of the Unitarian 

movement Unitarian scholars were 
amongst the finest Biblical scholars in 

the world. Not only were they at the  

cutting edge but they realised the value 
of the Bible as a spiritual tool for the 

church as much as they peeled away the 
layers of misunderstanding and  

confusion – the dogma and doctrine  
attached to quite ordinary stories. 

 
One the greatest problems has been the  

impact of the Age of Reason and the  

scientific revolution. Science demanded 
facts, evidence and only accepted a  

proposition on the basis of evidence.  
So far so good. We want to know that a 

medicine is not going to poison us, or 
that travelling at 70 mph will not make 

us explode. But many thinkers started 

to take the same approach to the Bible. 
They asked question about the stories 

A book full of stories . . . 
 

 

Brian Hick 
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they read there, and wanted to pin them 

down either as fact – provable and valid 
– or fantasy.  

 
An example of the problem can best be 

summed up in the story of the teacher  
working in a mixed boys’ school in 

South Africa last century. He told them 

the story of a lion who came to a fork in 
the road. Down one path was a zebra 

munching lazily, down another was a 
field of rabbits hopping about. Which 

should he go for? The zebra, the rabbits 
– rabbits, zebra. Eventually he was so 

confused he tore himself in two and 
died. The teacher asked the boys  

whether the story was true and one of 

the African boys said of course it was. 
All the white boys in the class laughed 

out loud at his innocence and stupidity. 
How could he possibly believe such an 

obvious fairy-tale? The teacher asked 
him why he thought it was true. The boy 

said, ‘because indecision can destroy us’. 
He had instantly seen the point of the 
story which the scientifically aware boys 

had totally missed.  The Biblical stories 
were not written to be read as fact. We, 

presumably, understand the difference 
between facts and stories.  

 
Neither is necessarily any less important 

than the other – but we need to be clear 

which is which.  
 

One of the greatest problems 

where the Bible is concerned 
is – I believe – that we are still 

approaching it as if it were a 
history book rather than a re-

ligious text. 
 

However, as this is not an ar-
ticle on  

Biblical exegesis I’ll skip over 

the details and simply make 
the point that it was not until 

the return from Bablyon that 
the texts we know today start-

ed to come into being. To try 
to put this is some sort of 

modern context; imagine that  
Napoleon had actually won at 

Waterloo. We would for many years have 

come  
under the domination of France and 

French thinking. Our freedom fighters 
would have gone back to the heroes of 

old for their national myths, to Arthur, 
Alfred, Robin Hood – and our terrorists 

would have used them as a model for 

freedom fighting.  
 

Nobody would have asked if these  
characters actually existed or not – they 

would simply be a splendid peg to hang 
an idea.  

 
The same was true for the Jews return-

ing to Jerusalem from Babylon. They 

needed to recreate a national myth and 
this is what they did in putting together 

the OT. But of course it is much more 
than that for it also traces their thinking 

about their spiritual life, their under-
standing of God, their relationship as a 

people to God. And this changes over 

time. Again we don’t need to go into de-
tail to see that any approach which as-

sumes there is a single simple vision of 
God in the Bible is missing the point. 

 
And what of the New Testament?  

My favourite book has for a very long 
time now been the letter of James. This 

just happens to be among the earliest 

books in the New Testament. It predates 
the gospels by many years and also 
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many of Paul’s letters. Read this way 

the text is very interesting. There is no  
dogma, no doctrine in the letter. No  

organisation, no priesthood, not even 
any real sense of church organisation. 

James’ point is quite simple. He can tell 
if you follow Jesus or not by what you 

do – not by what you say you believe. 
Quite stark really – and surprisingly 

current when we look at what Pope 

Francis is trying to do to get the church 
actively focused on the poor rather than  

worrying eternally about the minutiae of 
running services. So we need to read 

the New Testament letters first, then see 
the gospels in their light – not the other 

way round.  
 

Is there more to it than this? Yes I  

believe there is and for the following  
reasons. Many people are ignorant of 

the texts and therefore totally misread 
what is in front of them and an under-

standing of how and why a set of texts 
came to be in the form they are will help 

us to understand our own stories. 

 
The Bible is a spiritual history – not a 

social or military history. It may contain 
elements of social and military history, 

the story of kings and invasions, but 
essentially it is concerned with the in-

teraction of the god Jahweh and his 
people. If you want historical facts for 

most of the early part of the story you 

won’t find them. Moses leads the tribes 
out of Egypt – when? And who was the 

Pharaoh? We have no idea. There is no 
written evidence and no archaeology for 

the period at all. Any more than there is 
for Noah’s ark.  

 

There is virtually no evidence until the  
return from Bablyon where there are 

named writers, and named rulers who 
also turn up in Assyrian, Persian and 

eventually Greek and Roman history.  
 

So I could challenge you to write down 
your auto-biography in terms of events, 

facts – birth / schools / marriage /  

children / jobs etc. - but this would  
actually say very little about you as a 

person.  

If however I ask you to write down your 

spiritual story, you will need to set out 
the key events, key beliefs, notes of 

what changed, when and why.  
 

Maybe a person or a group of people 
(possibly a church though not  

necessarily so) who had particular  
influence on you? And this could be for 

good or ill. Maybe you had friends or 

family who got you in to trouble or 
stopped you from doing what you  

wanted to do. 
 

How much influence do these things 
still have on you today?  

 
As we noted when looking at the Bible, 

we can only interpret from the point we 

have reached now – we can never be  
objective about what happened in the 

past, as I learned when I looked in my 
mother’s photo albums. 

 
You may like, in a quiet moment, to 

consider the following questions in rela-

tionship to your own spiritual autobiog-
raphy 

 
What did you believe about God as a 
small child? 
 
What were the key events which made 
you alter your childish understanding of 
God? 
 
What key events formed your moral be-
liefs? Are they the same as your parents’ 
– and if not what caused the change? 
 
Which people, works of art, music, 
books, have been most important in 
forming your own spiritual life as an 
adult? 
 
Can you identify three key people / 
things which led you to change your 
thinking and bring you to the point you 
are at now, here, this afternoon. 
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Our belief that God is one person, and 

not three, may have been inherited  
through family tradition or resulted from 

contact with other Unitarians. It may 
nevertheless be helpful to rehearse  

briefly  the Biblical reasons for our belief. 
 

Christianity grew out of the faith of  
Israel, and the singleness of the nature 

of God is the fundamental tenet of Israel, 

as witness its expression in the ‘Shema’, 
a prayer which the Jew recites daily and 

is decreed at Deuteronomy 6,4  - “Hear, 
O Israel:  the Lord our God is one Lord.” 

 
The Christian doctrine of the Trinity  

embodies the view that  not only God the 
creator (the Father)  but also Jesus (the 

Son) and the Holy Spirit are members of 

the Godhead.   This doctrine has been 
criticized  on the ground that  it  

predicates the worship of three Gods, i.e. 
tritheism.   Respecting the Holy Spirit, it 

is arguable that, being the power of God, 
it is  an attribute of God in the same way 

as the wisdom of Socrates or the tennis 

skill of Andrew Murray is an aspect of 
their personality  and not a separate  

person.      
 

But it is Jesus on whom Christians rely 
for revelation of the nature of God, and 

his teaching can conveniently be  
examined in three periods, firstly during 

his lifetime,  secondly in the time  

between his death and his ascension, 
and thirdly after the ascension.   

 
The evidence of his teaching during his 

lifetime lies primarily in the statements 
by himself and others recorded in the 

Gospels.   His teaching about himself 

recorded in the  synoptic Gospels 
(Matthew, Mark and Luke) is relatively 

clear  -  he does not assert that he is 

The Essence of Unitarian Christianity. 
 
Roger Booth 

God, and in some sayings he  indicates 

his separate identity from God. He  
replies to a questioner who addresses 

him as “Good Teacher” with “Why do you 
call me good?  No one is good but God 

alone” (Mark 10,17-18).   Speaking of the 
Judgment Day he says “But of that day 

or that hour no one knows, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son but only 

the Father.” (Mark 13,32).   It is unclear 

whether in this verse Jesus  regards 
himself as the Son, but in any event he 

draws an unambiguous distinction  
between the Son and the Father.    

 
Again, the very concept of prayer denotes 

a  distinction   between the petitioner 
and the recipient of  the prayer. So it is 

relevant that Jesus teaches that prayer 

should be addressed to God the Father, 
as in the Lord’s Prayer.  He himself  

directs his prayer to the Father as at  
Mark 14,36, “Abba, Father, all things are 

possible to thee;  remove this cup from 
me;  yet not what I will, but what thou 

wilt.”     Similarly at Matthew 27,46 he 

tragically appeals, “My God, my God why 
hast thou forsaken me?”   He does not 

pray to himself! 
 

In contrast to the synoptic Gospels, in 
John’s Gospel Jesus patently declares 

his identity with the Father.   He de-
clares, “I and the Father are one.”(10,30). 

and at 10,58 “…before Abraham was, I 

am.”(8,58).     He also there claims to be 
the light of the world and the bread of  

life.  However, these statements in John 
are thought by many to be   ruminations 

of the evangelist over the status of Jesus  
rather than reported words of Jesus 

himself. 

 
The Gospel statements, not of Jesus but 

of the disciples and others, about Jesus’ 
status  do not suggest that he is divine.      
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The dominant view of him was as a 

prophet (Luke 7,16;  Mark 8,28) and a 
teacher (Mark 10,17).  Peter acclaimed 

him as the Messiah (Christ) .   However, 
the Messiah is a human figure, who is 

expected to act as the agent of God in 
the introduction of the Kingdom. 

 
The second period which is relevant to 

our enquiry as to Jesus’ divinity is the 

period between the resurrection and the 
ascension.     

In this period   he  refers to himself as 

the Messiah at Luke 24,26, “Was it not 
necessary that the Christ should suffer 

these things and enter into his glo-
ry?” (cf.24,45). In the Acts of the Apostles 

1,7 Jesus again emphasizes the unique 
individuality  of the Father -  “It is not for 

you to know times or seasons which the 

Father has fixed by his own authority.” It 
might be thought that the resurrection 

would have had a  
cataclysmic effect on the disciples’ as-

sessment of Jesus.  Yet the superior  
status of the Father is still accepted.  

Thus in his speech at Pentecost Peter 

proclaims the “mighty works and won-
ders which God did through him” (2,22), 

and explains that it was God who raised 
Jesus up, having loosed the powers of 

death.      
 

Here again the evidence of Jesus and his 
disciple is that, while in a special  

position as Messiah in relation to God, 

he is not part of the Godhead. 
 

In the third period, after the ascension, 
the Palestinian Jewish Christians still 

believed  both that Jesus was the  

expected Messiah, and that he was solely 
human.   Later called the Ebionites, they 

observed the Jewish law , but their  
numbers dwindled over the succeeding 

centuries.   The majority of the Jewish 
Christians of the Diaspora and the  

Gentile Christians soon came to accept 
the divinity of Jesus and the most  

elevated description of Jesus’ divinity is 

in Paul’s letter to the Colossians at 
1,15,19 – “He is the image of the invisi-

ble God……in him all the fullness of God 
was pleased to dwell,” 

 
A deep rift  in the Church over Jesus’ 

status  continued for many years,  even 
after the orthodox claim that Jesus was  

“true God of true God”  was established 

at the Council of Nicea in A.D. 325.      
 

Yet, as we know from our present  
experience, Unitarian views were not  

extinguished, and this  may be  due in 
part to the support they received from 

this evidence in the Gospels and Acts.    
                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Gospel statements, 
not of Jesus but of the 
disciples and others, 
about Jesus’ status  do 
not suggest that he is  
divine.       
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The UCA is committed to serving 
the General Assembly as a resource 

for publications, worship and work-
shops, and is equally-committed to 

travelling round the United  
Kingdom and Ireland in its efforts to 
reach all Unitarians and Free Chris-

tians.   
 

The day's event was intended to 
provide a forum for the congrega-

tions of the Western Union to  
discuss how their members might 
benefit from ecumenical  

connections on the local scene and 
in the broader sense.  In addition to 

welcoming participants from the 
West Country, the event meant that 

people travelled from other areas in 
order to take part.   
Following a substantial buffet 

lunch, a service was held in the 
style of the community of Taize in 

Burgundy, France.  This particular 
approach to worship seeks to be  

inclusive of all shades of Christian 
belief, and as such, was a helpful 
introduction to the day's theme.   

 
A discussion-based workshop then 

encouraged those attending to share 
their own stories of Christian  

formation and ecumenical  
dialogue.  The event benefited from 
a presentation by the Chief Officer 

of the General Assembly, Derek 
McAuley, who spoke on recent  

developments vis-a-vis the  
Denomination, ecumenical  

bodies and individuals.  He ended 
his presentation with a very  
informative question-and-answer 

session, which enabled participants to 
gain a better sense of how the General 

Assembly works in conjunction with 
other bodies on projects that have a 

faith-based initiative.   
 
Afternoon tea was served as the end 

of the gathering, which allowed  
visitors to Unitarian Meeting, Bristol, 

to explore the innovative building and 
its grounds, and to become acquaint-

ed with the Brunswick Square area of 
the city.   
 

It was a valuable day in terms of 
bringing people together from across a 

large geographical region of the  
country and the denomination, and it 

reminded participants that Unitarians 
and Free Christians are connected to 
other organisations in very real and 

effective ways. 
 

 
The UCA will be hosting events in the 
year to come on the following dates in 
these venues: 
 

Saturday, 7 March, AGM at Dean Row 
Chapel, Cheshire 

 
Saturday, 11 July, at Hastings  

Unitarian Church, East Sussex 
 
Saturday, 10 October, Saint Mark's 

Unitarian Church, Edinburgh 
 

Jeff Gould, UCA Events Officer  
for more information, please contact 

on 01625 403509 
or jeffreylanegould@btinternet.com 
 

Autumn meeting 
 

The Unitarian Christian Association was pleased to be the guest of the 
Unitarian Meeting, Bristol, on Saturday, 11 October 2014.   

mailto:jeffreylanegould@btinternet.com
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Red Cross Christmas emergency appeal launched by  

Unitarian Peace Fellowship 
  

Following this year’s GA resolution in support of Red Cross crisis appeals the Unitarian Peace 

Fellowship is launching an emergency Christmas appeal for three of the record number of ur-

gent crisis appeals the British Red Cross is currently holding to save lives in Iraq, Syria and 
Ebola victims in West Africa. 

 

Ebola Outbreak Appeal 
This is the largest Ebola outbreak in history.  It has spread to eight countries and has already 

killed over 5,000 people. Many more are in mortal danger.  But amidst the fear and confusion 

thousands of local people have volunteered to help contain the disease and minister to the sick 
and bury the dead.  An inspiring example is Josephine Sellu, deputy matron of the Sierra Leone 

Red Cross health centre. Josephine has worked 93 days non-stop and tragically has seen 23 of 

her colleagues die.  Despite this heart-breaking situation she carries on her work caring for vic-
tims of this cruel disease.  Among the most distressing tasks of volunteers is difficult task of 

burying the dead with dignity.  When people die from Ebola their bodies are still highly infec-

tious.  Every safety precaution has to be taken as they give these people a dignified burial in or-
der to prevent further spread of the disease.  It’s a harrowing but vital job and some volunteers 

suffer from nightmares. 

 

Iraq Crisis Appeal 
 According to the UN, conflict in Iraq has forced more than 1.8 million people from their homes, 

Many of those affected urgently need food, clean water, healthcare and shelter.  Hospitals, 

schools and water facilities have all been damaged.  Power cuts and medicine shortages are 
making daily life even harder. The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement is bring-

ing vital help to those in affected areas. 

 
Syria Crisis Appeal 

More than 100,000 people have now been killed during the continuing conflict in Syria. Many 

more have been injured and made homeless.  More than four million people have been displaced 
from their homes within Syria and over two million people have fled Syria to seek refuge in 

neighbouring countries.  As the situation continues to deteriorate, the British Red Cross 

is urgently calling for more desperately needed funds. The Red Cross has funds for food parcels 

for only 250,000 people in Syria but a lack of funding has led to a drop in supplies. Many of the 
parcels, which contain essential goods such as rice, tinned tomatoes and cooking oil, are taken 

to hard-to-reach areas by Syrian Arab Red Crescent volunteers.  As areas are sometimes cut off 

or made inaccessible with little warning and big groups of people are forced to flee suddenly it is 
vital that volunteers have parcels ready to deliver at a moment’s notice. An estimated ten million 

people in Syria are currently at risk of not getting enough food. 

 
Abu and his family, who fled from Homs, are some of the millions refugees surviving in desper-

ate circumstances in Jordan, Iraq Turkey and Lebanon, where over a million refugees are taking 

asylum.  ‘Homs is like a ghost town now’, Abu tells us. ‘Only three per cent of the population are 
left. We noticed that everyone was leaving. It was hard on a daily basis even to do normal things. 

Going out to get food, you don’t know if you will come back.’ 

 

If, in the spirit of our Unitarian GA resolution in support of life saving Red Cross emergen-
cy appeals, you wish to respond to one or more of these appeals please kindly send your 

donation to: British Red Cross, 44 Moorfields, London EC2Y 9AL. Please make out all 

cheques to the British Red Cross, write ‘Clara Barton Appeal’ on the back of the cheque 
and ‘for the attention of Laura Deacon’ on the envelope and kindly indicate which crisis 

appeal it is for. If you wish to Gift Aid your donation please ask for a form by post or 

email. 
 

http://www.redcross.org.uk/Donate-Now/Make-a-single-donation/Syria-Crisis-Appeal



