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Editorial
By the Rev Jeff Gould
I gave thanks for James Martineau’s assertion
John’s Gospel knows nothing of the infancy narratives that are found in Matthew and Luke’s
that Unitarians do believe in the Incarnation, ‘not
Gospels. This absence of any ‘back story’ to the
in Christ exclusively, but in Man (sic) universally
adult Jesus is more than compensated by the
and in God everlastingly.’ To hold that all of creafourth Gospel’s proclamation that, ‘the Word was
tion (and thereby, humanity) is of divine origin
made flesh and dwelt
and sanctification, is
among us [John 1.14,
“To
hold
that
all
of
creation
(and
thereboth an orthodox perAV].’ Advent presents
us with the annual
spective and one that
by, humanity) is of divine origin
challenge to recan be held by liberal
examine our underand sanctification,”
people of faith as well.
standing of what the
Christmas is a malleable
Christmas stories
festival that can resonate with people on many
meant to their original audience of first-century
Christians, and to ask what relevance and interdifferent levels and with a wide variety of meanpretations might present themselves to our indiings. Each of the articles in this pre-Christmas
vidual faith position.
edition speaks to an incarnational faith in its own
Early on in my ministry, I asked a neighbouring
way, reminding us that all of life speaks to the
Anglican parish priest what his motivation was for
wonder of the divine, and can be adduced as
service in the life of the Church. He explained
proof of God’s presence in the everyday. I comthat he held an Incarnational faith, which he asmend the articles to you, and invite you to dissumed was in stark contrast to my Unitarian
cover ‘the Word made flesh’ in all that surrounds
Christology.
you.

The UCA AGM will take place on Saturday, 9 March 2019 from
12 noon until 4 pm, at Hale Chapel, Chapel Lane, Hale Barns,
WA15 0AQ
www.halechapel.co.uk Lunch and afternoon tea will be

available free of charge.
Please contact Jeff Gould for catering purposes:
01625 402952 / jeffreylanegould1959@talktalk.net
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Coffee and a Radical Football
Club on Merseyside
By the Rev Phil Waldron
It began in a wine bar called Keith’s on Lark Lane,
the bohemian quarter of Liverpool. It was here
that I would reach out beyond the church. On the
church website and other social media, I advertise Coffee and Chat, a way of reaching to those
who are interested in Unitarianism or simply wish
to chat over coffee. It was important that whoever came to meet me, felt that they we were on
equal terms. We would share the same space together, no sense of power or ownership, just a
meeting of minds in a gentle and safe environment.

“Interestingly enough, section 95 funding is calculated using Office for National Statistics data on
the spending patterns of the poorest 10% of the
population. So, it is designed to consign asylum
seekers to poverty. For this reason, many are
dependent on food and clothes donations to survive.
The Red Cross provided 14,824 asylum seekers
receiving section 95 support with basic support
such as food parcels or clothing in 2017. According to UNCHR statistics, there were 40,365 pending asylum cases in the UK at the end of
2017. So, more than one in three asylum seekers
were dependent on food parcels last year.”

And so, it was at Keith’s wine bar I met Dr Chris
Allen on a dry and cold January 2018. Looking
back, it reminds me of the verse from Matthew
18:20 “For where two or three gather in my
name, there am I with them”. We talked about
the plight of the refugees and asylum seekers in
the country, with the difficulties and hardships
that are placed at their feet. I listened to the
work Chris had already done with Refugees and
Asylum Seekers, he took them to watch football
matches. But the lads wanted their own football
team. The extract below is taken from Dr Allen’s
Blog and explores briefly the financial difficulty
they are up against.

I believe that God created a world of diversity
and inclusivity, the book of Genesis explores that
diversity and indicates it was created by divine
hands and it was good, we should be triumphant
when we read the verses from Genesis1: 30-31,
“And to every beast of the earth and every bird of
the air and every creature that crawls upon the
earth—everything that has the breath of life in
it—I have given every green plant for food.” And
it was so. And God looked upon all that He had
made, and indeed, it was very good.”
The earth was created for all those who dwell on
its surface; the earth is our playground, our workplace and the sky our lofty ceiling and it was
made for all! We should be welcoming those who
seek a home in our country and embrace them to
our community, it tells us something of who we
are. Simply acting as an openly caring and compassionate community to all reflects what John
13:34-35 demands of us! “A new commandment I
give to you, that you love one another: just as I
have loved you, you also are to love one another.

“The government forces asylum seekers to live on
‘section 95’ funding of £37.75 per week, which
rose by 80p in February after 3 years of being frozen. This means that our asylum-seeking players
live on about £5 per day. Let’s put that in context: A return bus fare in Liverpool is £4.60. But
our players also need to clothe themselves. They
need some way of communicating with solicitors
about their case. They also need food, toiletries
and sometimes medicines. So, the reality is that
section 95 funding is nowhere near enough to
live on.
-4-

By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Chris and I agreed that the football club would be
mostly refuges and asylum seekers and that
church members could join the team. Funding
would be our first main concern, but I’m a great
believer and advocate of Matthew 7:7 “Ask and it
will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock
and the door will be opened to you.” Safe to say
Chris and I did all this! Ullet Road Church does a
lot of weddings, it was here I would speak of the
good works the church was undertaking, it was
during the wedding ceremonies donations came
thick and fast for the football club. Without the
generosity at the ceremonies the club would
have found it impossible to get started. From the
pitch hire, new kit, football boots, training equipment, to the weekly laundry, pitch fees, travel
expenses to away games, payments came to us
weekly.

By enacting this commandment, it possibly presents to the community what the church is about,
we have to be seen doing, not just believing, by
doing has attracted others to our church to support this initiative of developing a football club, it
communicates to the community what we are
about. It embodies the teaching that John 13:3435 expects of us and every other church that
practices the art of loving humankind in its inclusivity and acceptance of all should attract others
with an open mind and warm heart, and importantly we become disciples to the teachings of
Jesus, that we have love for one another... and
not just for our own. Often, I have heard “what
about the homeless?” Ullet Road Church have
done work for the homeless and there are many
organisations that do great works in the city, the
attitude of ‘Charity starts at home’, is this an indirect form of xenophobia and racism?

In October 2018 the church held a ceilidh fundraiser, in which we
raised £370 for the
football club. But more
important than that,
the young footballers
who are normally quiet
and reserved got up and
danced with the church
community, it was wonderful to see and take
part in, it made my
heart swell to see the
lads enjoying themselves. There was food, refreshments, music and
a wonderful atmosphere for all. Seeing the lads
being integrated in the community, this was theology in action. Last week I had a coffee and chat
in Keith’s, no one turned up, it was a quiet two
hours of working on my computer. Leaving I got
into my car and one of the players of the football
club walked passed me and waved at me, he had
a big smile.

“A new commandment I give
to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you,
you also are to love one
another.”

In Deuteronomy
15:11 it states that
there will always be
poor in the land. I
often think this to
be true, but does it
have to be so? And I
often wonder how
is poverty caused?
Is it caused by the
economic power houses of the west, it fragments
and de-structures struggling economic cultures
for its own ends for economic dominance, this
invisible economic war that we are sometimes
oblivious to, and we wonder where the refugees
and asylum seekers come from, they come from
the stringent economic policies that are placed
upon other countries and from the difficulties rises extremist policies that conflicts with the indigenous peoples and they have to flee. Is the west
the cause of this?

I acknowledged him with a thumbs up, little did
he know as he walked passed Keith’s that
Matthew 18:20 was highlighted in my being, for I
believe that God was present during a coffee and
chat.

We decided after two hours of conversation at
Keith’s that we would develop a football club, but
it will be more than about football. The club will
be about integration, community and inclusivity.
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Time Wasting
By the Rev Ashley Hills
Parliament, and Augustus Pugin, who produced
the drawings for the building—might surely have
thought, as they measured up their vaulted ceilings (wasted spaces?) and sketched out layers
upon layers of ornamentation, sometimes waste
is dazzling. Vast wasted spaces, but Oh! How
beautiful!

And Jesus said unto them, ‘Come . . . apart into a
desert place, and rest awhile’: for there were
many coming and going, and they had no leisure
so much as to eat. [Mark 6.31]

There was a fascinating piece in The Guardian a
short time ago on the way MPs were debating a
proposal to introduce electronic voting into the
House of Commons. The thinking was that
voting, as conducted in the time-honoured manner, was a waste of time. The paper acknowledged that voting in the traditional method does
use up time. It is reckoned to take almost fifteen
minutes when, it is said, MPs complain that they
have to ‘yomp’ from their distant offices to the
division lobbies, and then patiently await the result. But, whether it is time wasted is, the paper
insists, a matter of perspective, and it points out
that one person’s waste is another’s idyllic interlude.

Do you get the point of all this and grasp what I
am trying to say? It is that there is a value, a benefit, a reward in wasting time. And, for what it is
worth, I have a biblical warrant for it. In that passage that I shared with you earlier, we read that
the disciples of the Prophet of Nazareth had just
been through a fairly horrendous time, and they
were mentally and physically drained.
And then, to cap it all, their fellow-teacher, John
the Baptist, had been beheaded by King Herod
who, in a moment of sheer thoughtlessness,
offered a mere dancing girl who had pleased him
on his birthday, whatever she should ask, up to
half of his kingdom. She consulted her mother,
and her mother—who had a grudge against the
man—directed her to ask for the head of John
the Baptist. Against his better judgment, Herod
had John beheaded and his head served up on a
charger. It was all too much for the Prophet’s
disciples, and seeing their utter weariness and
exhaustion, he says to them: ‘Come ye yourselves
apart into a desert place, and rest awhile’.

‘Wasting time’, says the paper, as a principle,
‘should be recognised and appreciated as . . . the
luxury it is”. Time wasting, as in the distinction
between solitude and loneliness, is a factor of
scarcity, the reverse of the time-glut which is experienced by the unemployed when waste becomes impossible. However, appreciating its
pleasures is essentially an attitude of mind.
Hours or minutes that might seem wasted can
also be seen, with hindsight, to have had unanticipated value: a chance encounter, the actual
dawning realisation of a solution to a longstanding, niggling problem, or a brief moment
when a thread of birdsong invades an anxious
and troubled mind.

Now that, you might say, is pure common sense.
Take a break! Get away from it all. But there is
more to it than that, because when you go back
to the original Greek of the New Testament,
those words mean literally: ‘Come ye yourselves
apart and . . . waste time’.

The paper points out that in a world where too
many people simply do not have enough, it is
easy to give waste a bad press, but it concludes
its piece by suggesting that Sir Charles Barry—
who was the architect of the Houses of

You see, Jesus saw that in the very act of coming
apart, resting awhile, switching off, wasting time,
there was to be a genuine restorative influence at
work. This powerful influence would slow them
-6-

down, steady them, calm them, renew them and
then, eventually, send them forth again with renewed energy and purpose. No doubt at that
very moment those men had little desire for renewed vitality, but it would come again, and it
did! As the age-old proverb put it so succinctly:
‘With rest you do less and achieve more.’
Wasting time then, is essential.

effort; there are only twelve hours in a day!’
‘Don’t just sit there, do something’. I read once
of a visitor to a Quaker meeting house. As the
Friends were gathering for their service, he
glanced around the meeting room and there,
framed in large letters on the wall, was this:
‘Don’t just do something. Sit there’.
And it is a fact of human life and experience that
unless we are prepared to ‘sit there’, that is, to
unwind, relax, renew our energies of mind and
body, prepare ourselves, we shall have little of
value to offer in the demands and struggles of
day by day. Time wasting can have terrific value.

There is a story that in the ancient days, an Athenian discovered Aesop entertaining himself with
a company of little boys and joining in their childlike diversions, and the Athenian began to laugh
and jeer at him for this. After a moment or so,
Aesop took an unstrung bow and laid it upon the
ground. “Now, philosopher, expound the riddle,
if you can, and tell me what the unstrung bow
implies.’ The man, after racking his brain for a
considerable time to no purpose, as last gave it
up, and declared the he knew not what to make
of it. ‘Why’, said Aesop smiling, ‘if you keep a
bow always bent, it will lose its elasticity, but if
you let it go slack, it will be fitter for use when
you need it.’

I read once about a small boy helping his father in
the garden. There were many tasks to complete,
and the boy opted to move some stones. He began with the smaller ones—who of us wouldn’t!
—and then he struggled with a larger one. He
strained and puffed and tried to move it across
the yard. ‘Why don’t you use all your strength?’,
asked his father. The little chap felt hurt and
said: ‘Daddy, I am’. And his father replied: ‘You
haven’t asked me to help you’.

And here is the same principle: relax the bow,
And there you have a picture of so many today,
unwind it, let it slacken, do not use it, let it waste
straining away, feeling often at
time, and then, when you need
And his father replied: the end of their physical and
it, it will be fit and ready for
mental resources, believing they
use. ‘To everything there is a
‘You haven’t asked me to cannot carry on, but seeing no
season, and a time to every
alternative but struggling to do
purpose under
help you’.
so. And yet there is a resource
heaven’ [Ecclesiates 3.1].
which so often remains untapped.
How many there are today who give you the feelWhat is this life if, full of care,
ing of constant worry and anxiety. How many of
We have no time to stand and stare?
the faces we meet in the street tell of an inward
serenity?
No time to stand beneath the boughs
And stare as long as sheep and cows.
Tens of millions of sleeping tablets are regularly
prescribed in Britain under the NHS scheme, and
No time to see, when woods we pass,
this is exclusive of the millions more purchased
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass.
privately. In the multiplicity of magazines sold on
No time to see, in broad daylight,
the High Street, seldom if ever, does an issue apStreams full of stars, like skies at night.
pear without an article dealing with stress and
worry. Sometimes on a long train journey a comNo time to turn at Beauty’s glance,
plete stranger will begin to talk to a minister
And watch her feet, how they can dance.
along the same lines and describe their days and
A poor life this if, full of care,
nights of anxiety and stress.
We have no time to stand and stare.
We each know what is wrong. The clock has lost
--W.H. Davies
its pendulum, and as a result, it is simply a mass
How often do we hear, in these frantic and demanding days, when there is so much crying out
to be done: ‘Get on with it; don’t slacken your

of whirring wheels, consuming energy but achieving little. However, attach the pendulum—that
is, relax, switch off, waste time—and immediately
-7-

there begins a movement that is more restful,
calm and purposeful. What has happened? The
law of bodily gravitation has taken place, and that
human clock has been taken up into the mighty,
rhythmic motion of the universe, which rules the
tides and the stars.

Sir Walter Scott

There is a story of two groups who, long ago, set
out to cross a desert. One group decided that
they would stop each Sabbath day for a complete
rest, which they did regularly. The other group
was so keen to reach its destination, that they
spared no time for rest and relaxation, but travelled with all the speed they could command. Is
it any wonder that the group that rested regularly
arrived at its destination first? The other group
was beset by so many problems—accidents, mishaps, physical exhaustion—and they arrived last.
Yes indeed, there is a reward for those who will,
‘Come apart and rest awhile’, who are prepared
to waste time. R.H. Hutton, in his biography of Sir
Walter Scott, tells how that in the midst of all his
worldly success, Scott suddenly suffered a disastrous financial loss, which would have broken a
weaker man. Scott was agitated by day and by
night, and confessed that he could not think, collect himself and much less, concentrate. Then he
withdrew for a while and simple wasted time. His
biographer wrote:
Till calamity came, Scott appeared to be a
nearly complete natural man, and no
more. Then first was perceived in him
something above nature, something which
could endure though every end in life for
which he had fought so bodly should be
defeated—something which could endure
and more than endure, which could shoot
a soft transcendence of its own through
his years of darkness and decay.
Ah yes, you say, but that is easier said than done,
and I would never suggest to those in the midst
of life’s struggles that it is an easy step to take.
But when you think about it carefully, what is the
alternative? Remain as you are and allow the
gloom to deepen and the difficulties to pile up
one upon another?

do not know first-hand something of what I am
speaking.
There is a real sense, of course, that this hour
apart on a Sunday, is a time of withdrawing
from the world, of relaxing, of switching off—
although I would, perhaps, hesitate to call this
hour ‘wasting time’, but then, in a poetic sense,
this is what it is. And yet it takes more than this.
It may take firm resolution, decisive action and a
bold decision in the rush and tear of life, together with a conscious withdrawing from the noise
and confusion of everyday. And as we feel life’s
burden, and deliberately step aside from it all,
waste time, in fact, so we begin to unwind, release the tension, let go of what pre-occupies us
and, thereupon, into the void, comes a quiet, a
healing, a renewal, and with it all, a strengthening that will fit us for the days to come.
As in those words that I frequently quote during
prayer time: ‘In quietness and in confidence
shall be your strength; in returning and rest shall
you be saved’.

We are discussing a problem that spans the entire human story. No generation has it easier
than the last or the next; and I would be surprised if some of us here today, if not many of us,

This is one of the joys and benefits of simply
wasting time. And time wasted becomes time
well-used.
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Mary of Magdala
By Jim Stearn
took its form from a genome contained ychromosomal material passed down by male descent from King David via Jesse and Joseph the
carpenter of Nazareth). For orthodox theology,
this has to be so to make Him the unspotted lamb
sacrificed at Passover, although the metaphor
breaks down because lambs come into the world
through a uterus having been fathered by a ram.

Once on BBC Radio 4’s Thought for the Day, Anne
Atkins praised our sense of smell: “The aroma of
roses. The bouquet of wine. The tang of a pine
forest. Scent, for humans at any rate, is surely the
most luxurious of the senses.”
She spoke touchingly of the importance of redolence to ageing people, and rounded off with this
new telling of an old story:

If Jesus was really such a partial creation, or the
boss’s son who knew he could not die anyway,
then his death by crucifixion was merely a painful
afternoon, to be followed by a long kip in a distant dimension. If human, as
we believe, then the more that
he enjoyed life, laughter, music, friendship, food and drink
and sunsets the more he lost
by dying young.

“The Teacher was eating with friends. One took a
pound of pure nard worth a year’s wages, and
poured it over his feet. It filled the house. The cost
could have saved the
starving, do-gooding observers objected.
“’Leave her alone,’ He
said. ‘The starving will
always be with you. I will
soon be gone.’

This has to apply to romance. I
like to think that he really knew
the joy of love with Mary of
Magdala. If crabbed, miserable,
mean-spirited theologians felt
that they had to paint her as a bad woman was
their problem, not mine. I bet she was a truly
lovely person, (whatever she looked like). If their
love ever took physical expression, that was their
business and no-one else’s.

“Jesus said many shocking
things. The wild extravagant celebration of a
scent, counted more important than rescuing
lives? All of a piece with someone who wined and
dined for pure pleasure; who considered gladdening of the heart so vital that His first miracle
turned necessary water for essentials into quality
vintage for the party.”

If I am ever to think of Jesus as “Christos”, meaning the anointed one, this was the moment when
that happened. That it fell to a woman, representing all the unappreciated and put-upon women of all the generations, should be more than
sufficient refutation of all those who reject the
ministry of women in Jesus’s continuing congregation. I wrote this poem when these realisations
came to me.

The enigmatic character of Mary of Magdala has
fascinated us for two thousand years, leading to
much speculation- some of it slanderous and totally unfounded.
Christian dogma teaches that Jesus was a pure
and ethereal ascetic celibate not even properly
conceived in an act of human love (although we
are simultaneously asked to believe that his body
-9-

Mary’s Anointing by Jim Stearn
When Martha set a supper for Jesus and his band,
Mary came, an alabaster jar of nard in hand.
Going to the Master, she fell weeping at His feet,
Splashing tears to wash away the soiling of the street.
With kisses she then cleaned them; with her hair she rubbed them dry;
Then broke the jar and poured the nard, the best there was to buy,
Upon His feet: wonder and consternation and perfume filled the air;
And Jesus, now Christ the Anointed One, sat calmly smiling there.
Judas cried: “To feed the poor we should this money save!”
But Jesus said: “Rebuke her not, she prepares me for my grave:
“This act of love will be remembered unto the end of days,
“And the poor will still be with you, as I will not, always.”
And He prayed to God in secret hope that her reward might be
To be the first to see Him, after the victory.

Second Theology Conference booklets available

Booklets containing all six lectures given at the second Unitarian Theology conference of
recent times, are available to order. The conference was held over two days at Mill Hill Unitarian Chapel in Leeds in October 2017. The speakers were (on God): Rev Ant Howe, Dr
Jane Blackall and Rev Lewis Connolly; and (on Unitarian themes): Rev Dr Ann Peart, Dr Justin
Meggitt and Stephen Lingwood.
The booklets – entitled ‘Unitarian Theology Conference II’ (pictured) – can be ordered by
sending a stamped, addressed A5 envelope to: Rev Jim Corrigall, Flat 11 Lincoln Court, Station Road, Padiham. Lancashire BB12 8EW. The booklets weigh 122g and second class postage costs £1.26. There is no charge for the booklets themselves.
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Words of Faith
By Bruce Bebington
word Rhema, which means “the spoken word.”
Considering the descriptions God gives of His own
Word (rhema) throughout the Bible, I would submit to the reader that the faith given to us is supernatural”. So according to Hagin, God cannot
be reached through reason or the workings of the
mind but rather through the human spirit as divinely inspired. Thus humans become like Gods
as through their spirit, they can unify themselves
with the divine and by speaking words of faith,
they can attain their wishes like God does.

Faith is a much used word in British social circles
and local councils even appoint Faith Officers.
However the word means in these circles little
more than the religious group to which a number
of people subscribe either actively or as a backdrop to their secular lives. For Christians, faith
becomes the avenue to God rather than a description of one’s religious position. St Paul
speaks of a Christian being justified by faith or, in
other words, without faith there can be no realisation of being a Christian. Christians have long
espoused the primacy of faith and this espousal
has brought the concept of faith to a central
point in the doctrine of different denominations.

This doctrine is open to a number of objections
not least from mainstream Christians who maintain that God can will things to happen quite independently of human endeavour or faith and
that humans have no
God like qualities which
permit them to act
through faith on a par
with God.

Words of faith are
statements of the
Christian’s proclamation of faith. They consist of short recitals
from the words of Jesus
or one of his pre-eminent followers. Words are
used in recitals by believers in other religions and
these words have a similar origin to the ones of
Christians.

‘Faith by itself, if it is not

accompanied by action, is dead.’

As Hagin goes on to say that words uttered
through real faith are certain of fulfilment, there
is the obvious question as to how the speaker
knows that he or she is acting in real faith.

Both the centrality of faith and the importance of
words of faith are especially clear in the theology
of the Rhema or Word of God church with its
headquarters in Tulsa, Arizona. Its theology proposes that faith has a supernatural base. Thus its
founder, Kenneth E Hagin, says: “However, does
the Word of God provide an “intellectual faith” or
is there a supernatural element to the Faith that
God provides? The Hebrew word translated
“Word of God” in Romans 10:17 is the Greek

Nowhere is this question more clearly posed than
in the issue of whether faith can cure physical or
mental illness. Again Hagin says: “It is not God's
will for any to be sick. I believe that it is the plan
of our father that no believer should be sick that
every believer should live his life to full time and
actually wear out if Jesus tarries then fall asleep
in Jesus. I state boldly that it is not the will of God
my father that we should suffer with cancer and
other dread disease and reap pain and anguish.
- 11 -

No it’s God's will that we should be healed.”

The writer finds this concept of God unacceptable
for a number of reasons. Such reasons include an
incomprehension as to exactly where this human
like God exists in any universe of reality. Also
there is the point that God does not always intervene when the supplicant asks him to do so.
Hagin and Price might well say that the nonintervention by God is caused by the supplicant’s
lack of sufficient faith. Frankly, such an explanation for the non-intervention seems facile.

Hagin states that in 1993, he escaped death from
heart failure after a period of minutes when God
pulled him back from death. In 2003, he died of
heart failure after attempts to save him in the
cardiac unit of a hospital. It is easy to be cynical
and retort that if he really had faith, he would
have acquired divine ability to “wear out” to his
life end rather than die in this way.

Do these objections mean that the whole concept
However such cynicism is largely misplaced as it
of a supernatural faith should be rejected?
avoids the question whether there is a divine element in healing. Hagin is among a multitude in
It is suggested that the concept is valid in that for
saying that God has pulled them back from death
many people, the possession of words of faith is
or crippling disease. This testament can be gainthe pathway to communion with the divine. This
said by affirming that there was a scientific cause
pathway is not the one for all people. Some peofor the relief from disease that the sufferers unple may communicate by absorbing nature
derwent. Alternatively it can be argued that the
around them. Others, like St Paul on the road to
mind has the power to tell the body to get well in
Damascus, will have a moment of divine revelacertain people. There is certion. Some will communitainly an emphasis in modThere is a shortcoming in Unitarian texts cate simply by attaining
ern medicine on getting
an internal silence whereone’s mind in a content
between the receipt of words of faith in they feel the spark of
state as a means or partial
and the adoption of a creed of faith. divinity within them.
means to get better from
There will be and have
illness.
been many more pathways. Nevertheless the writer believes that the
The writer feels though that we should be cauuse of words of faith is the method of approachtious in dismissing the assurances of many people
ing God which is most common although he has
that their faith in God or the medium of their relino empirical base for this belief.
gious community has made them well rather than
some chemical change in their body or the will of
There is a shortcoming in Unitarian texts between
their personal mind.
the receipt of words of faith and the adoption of
a creed of faith. Thus the Unitarian General Assembly [“GA”] website states as to adoption of
creeds of faith: “Rather we think respect for integrity is preferable to the pressure to conform,
and that the final authority for your faith lies
within your own conscience”. This statement is
correct on a pragmatic level. People attending a
church with a creed will not often accept all the
tenets of that creed. For example, a 17 year old
daughter may go to a Roman Catholic church because her parents desire that she goes but she
may think that some or all of the Roman Catholic
creed is unacceptable to her or just be unsure of
its correctness. However the GA statement lacks
any guidance in itself as to how one’s faith can be
nurtured. In fairness, this statement continues as
the authors are well aware that such guidance is

There is also the issue that many religions ascribe
the ability to cure diseases to their founders or
main proponents or even certain practices or
places intricate to the particular religious practice
such as Lourdes. Since this ability cannot be disproved by empirical study of the persons involved, the truth is that the existence of this ability is a matter of faith.
Central is the type of God to which the adherents
of the omnipotence of Faith look. Another pastor
in the Word of God movement, Frederick K C
Price says: “God believed in His heart that what
He said with His mouth would come to pass, and
He dared to say it.” Clearly this God is a very interventional deity. The God also comes to inhabit
almost a human form in that he has a mouth and
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necessary: “To build and explore our individual
faiths Unitarians are aided and inspired by the
example and spiritual insights of others; writings
deemed 'holy' and 'sacred' by the various faith
traditions of humanity; inherited traditions of
critical and philosophical thought; the ongoing
creative work of artists, musicians and writers;
the scientist's search for knowledge and understanding”

In other words, it is not enough to read a passage
of holy text once or twice. One must own it by
making the passage part of your days’ life. Or put
yet another way, the passage must become
something spoken from the heart. Then the passage becomes supernatural in the sense that it
ceases to be something which one has read or
sought to understand by reasoning in one’s brain
but rather something that is owned by one’s spirit.

Only the contents of the first two bullet points
provide any definitive pointer to what works of
faith might be used to acquire words of faith or
synonymously, words of God. Plainly such a
pointer has to give an authoritative text with a
great history of spirituality, scholarship and literary merit. By implication in this quotation, the GA
does not possess such a text of its own making.
As the GA statement implies there are a number
of texts that do: the Bible, the Koran, the Sutras…..

Having attended recently mainstream churches,
the writer has been struck by some preachers’
propensity to repeat very short passages from
the bible sometimes four or five times consecutively. He has realised that these preachers are
trying to connect themselves and the congregation to God by repeated use of the same words.
Subjectively, these repetitions do not often seem
to carry out the purpose apparently conceived for
their use.

Philosophical thought is
vital to an understanding
of the temporal position
of humanity and
humanity’s power to conceive of its existence outside but not excluding
the receipt of emotions
and feelings. However it
cannot easily lead to an
experience of the divine.
The last two bullet points in the GA statement are
wonderful gifts from human endeavour but they
will not provide a path for all to experience a divine world outside the temporal world of daily
physical life.

Reason has a huge
place in human understanding. For example,
it certainly will distinguish the religious
charlatan. It is also
very vital to work out
how to organise a religious community on a
practical level. However reason will not give
us the entrance to the realm of God. For this entrance, we need some other open door such as
adopting words of faith.

“To build and explore our
individual faiths Unitarians are
aided and inspired by the
example and spiritual insights
of others”

This article began by stating: “Christians have
long espoused the primacy of faith and this espousal has brought the concept of faith to a central point in the doctrine of different denominations”. It then looked at the Rhema church and its
theological attempt to understand faith. A lot of
Rhema’s theology is plainly full of flaws which can
be countered by scriptural quotations of contrary
texts or, as in this article, by references to experience and reason. However Rhema is right on the
point that holy words are central to most peoples’ entry into faith. Churches have to provide
such holy words and scripture as their authoritative texts or fail their congregations.

To find out how spiritual seekers can use words
of God to experience and connect with the divine, one returns reluctantly to the writings of
Hagin. He writes: “you need to get in the Word for
yourself and stay in the Word—so the light of the
truth of the Word can dawn on your spirit. You
need to keep meditating on the Word concerning
healing or the baptism in the Holy Ghost—or
whatever it is you need to receive from God.
Sooner or later, if you’ll continue to meditate on it
and speak it, the truth will register in your spirit.
The light will be there, and you will receive what- 13 -

UNDERSTANDING THE ABUSER AND THE ABUSED
A talk given to the National Women’s League meeting in Leeds, 2016
By Rosemary Frances
I have a broken chalice at home that I have
mended. I have found that coping with sexual
abuse is a lot like mending my chalice. First, I had
to recognise my brokenness. After that I had to
decide if I could mend or was repair too painful.
Thirdly, Is accepting and living with my decision.
Even years later, I constantly ask myself, "Am I
focused on my trauma or my recovery?" The
symbolic flame of Unitarianism lights a place in
which I can be honest about how my life is about
mending myself and helping others mend their
brokenness.
I moved to Britain from New York City the month
that the world became aware of Jimmy Savile's
crimes. The exposure of the scale and duration of
his abuse of young people has brought the issue
of childhood sexual abuse to the foreground. According the NSPCC however, 90% of sexual abusers are relatives or a person known to the family.
So what does that mean? If a child is being
abused in your congregation, then it is very possible that the abuser is known to you. It is frightening to consider the fact that the abused child will
most likely rely on her abuser for support--social,
emotional, or financial. Moreover, women do not
want to believe that men they personally know
sexually abuse children. Moreover, women want
to believe that mothers, wives and sisters would
not let abuse occur.
Yet the reality is that women earn less money.
The mother of the victim may also have a financial support need being filled by the abuser. It
follows that women are not always able to stop
sexual abuse. Abusers may use financial dependency and emotional manipulation to keep from
being confronted and stopped. Such was my
case. My mother was emotionally and financially
unable to separate from my abuser. The burden
of this knowledge also kept me from speaking out
more. I felt that my abuse was the price paid for a
financially stable household and did not want to
ruin the home life of my siblings.

So, in many cases abuse survivors lose trust in
women as well as men. If my mother can't protect me, then no one can. My world was not a
safe place. This belief runs completely counter to
what many Unitarians believe. Many people even
doubt the reality of evil and would rather focus
on the innate goodness in people. After being
abused, you can no longer doubt evil or trust in
goodness.

Is it any wonder that as teenager I stopped believing in God? I stopped hoping. Drugs, alcohol
and self-destruction took over my life. I become
what I thought others saw--worthless, damaged
goods. When people glibly say, “Things happen
for a reason,” it hurt to my very core. What reason could there be for my suffering?
Abuse happens because paedophiles become experts at exploiting the vulnerability of others and
use manipulation. In order to protect young people, we can take simple steps within our congregations. When possible, two adults should supervise activities with children. Additionally, the
leadership of children’s activities by both women
and men sets a good example, whilst protecting
young people. Also, this gives a child more latitude if s/he is wanting to talk to someone.
In Louis Theroux's documentary, "Savile," Jimmy
Savile's PA of almost 30 years insists, "I don't believe it. It was impossible for him to do many of
the things he is accused of." This woman refuses
to believe that Saville was an abuser, partly because he did so much fundraising for charity. How
could a man be so worthy and abominable at the
same time? It is difficult to comprehend the moral mixture of some personalities. That is why the
“Halo Effect” is such a good mask for criminality.
This effect exists because people want to see only
a one-dimensional persona. People are viewed as
either all bad or all good because this view is
more easy to understand than the changing consciousness that gives rise to ambiguous morals.
Unitarians may be more susceptible to the Halo
Effect because of an inability to see human nature as morally mixed.
- 14 -

A Babe is Born by Cathy Fozard
Many of you may remember that in 2012 the UCA raised
£5000 (increased by the EU to £20,000) for a Christian Aid project in Sierra Leone. We supported a maternal health unit in
Kailahun province in the east of Sierra Leone, close to the Liberia border. Sadly, Ebola virus devastated the country and many
new initiatives were put on hold or abandoned.
In 2018, things are looking up. Christian Aid is working with existing partners to continue the development of maternal and
child health centres or “posts” as they are known.
A newly constructed Community Health Post (CHP) was
opened on 23 June 2018 in the Kailahun district, just in time
for their first patient 28 year old, Nancy Amara. Nancy arrived
at the CHP around 7am, in labour, on the morning of the official opening. She was concerned that she would not be admitted but was welcomed and gave birth to her third child, a
little girl. In Nancy’s words “ I feel happy and relieved. I was
worried they would not admit me since the CHP was not officially opened by the authorities. I thank God, I delivered safely.”

The Dodo Kortuma CHP has 17 rooms and 10 functional
beds. There is a delivery ward, ante-natal care ward,
outpatient ward and a reception area. Outside there is
an incinerator and a toilet. There are concerns about
supplies of electricity and water. Electricity supplies are
a national problem. The water well at the CHP is nonfunctional and the community depends on nearby
streams for water. The CHP is expected to provide
health services to seven surrounding communities with
a total catchment population of 5,716, about 1000 of
which are under fives.
Well, things are looking up in Sierra Leone but there is
a long way to go. There are ten hospital beds between
a population of nearly 6000 people (and we think we
have a bed shortage in the NHS ).The majority of the
population have to walk to the health post over very
difficult terrain. Kailahun town is 14 miles away from
the hospital.
2019 is a good year for the UCA to revisit the wonderful contribution they made to maternal healthcare in
Sierra Leone. Christian Aid week, May 12—May 18
2019, will be focussing on maternal healthcare in Sierra
Leone. We’ve been there before but I hope and pray
that we will be there again with our support for Christian Aid week and Sierra Leone.
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