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Twenty five years is always a significant
anniversary and, given the present turmoil of life
in general, is certainly something to be celebrated.
However, as we consider the state of the Unitarian
Church as a whole and the tireless work of UCA
members over the years, we must be aware of the
continuing need for a Christian presence and
witness.
The Liberal Christian Herald has been a part of
this on-going witness and I hope a contribution to
the dialogue which is necessary within any faith
community. But life is not static and we need to
evolve and change as time passes. I am therefore
very glad to be able to inform readers that Adrian
Long has agreed to take over as Guest Editor for
the next edition and we will be looking at ways to
broaden the editorial involvement and the range of
articles and material we include.
Thank you all, both for your contributions and
your feed-back on the Herald and its content.
New ideas and ways of communicating are always
welcome.
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happened to hear accusations of “fairy
traditionalism” moved by other parts of the
UU world towards the Christian Unitarians
and I do believe that a Christian
Association inside of the Unitarian big
family can be fundamental in showing how
wrong these claims are and in expressing
the deep meaning of our choice. The second
reason is that, living in Italy, I am often in
contact with a very traditionalist,
sometimes gloomy and stuffy version of
Christianity, a vision which can't provide an
account of the eternal modernity of the
Christian instances: it is, therefore,
fundamental to me to support an
Association being a voice of a different, free
and liberal way to consider and live the
Christian message in our contemporary
society, so much in need of spiritual food. It
is in this perspective that I am honoured to
be part of the UCA and to celebrate its 25th
anniversary.
The Reverend Lawrence Sudbury is an Italian Unitarian Minister who lives in Milan.

25 years of the UCA
Barrie Wood

I cherish the liberal
Christian heritage
of the Unitarians,
but want to uphold
that influence and
outreach to others
in the present as
well as the future. I
hope the UCA will
also nourish and
nurture its members to enable it to realise
this goal as sisters and brothers following
Jesus.
Barrie Wood is a new member of the UCA,
having joined in late July 2016. He lives in
the historic town of Totnes in South Devon
and is a former local authority counsellor,
committed to social justice and the environment.

Mary Harrison

Rev Lawrence Sudbury
I have been living and
working in Italy for
many years now and
I am a minister of the
CUI (Italian Unitarian
Communion). I am
also a member of the
UCA and one could
ask about the reason
for an Italian minister to join a British
Association. But for a sort of “tribute” to my
origins in Surrey, I'd say there are two main
reasons for my membership. The first one is
that I consider UUism as a spirituality
helping people to find their own path
towards a deeper meaning of life and a
deeper contact with the Transcendence.
Well, Christianity has always been and still
is my path towards these goals: a path
naturally having the same dignity of any
other path and that, in its liberal reading,
deserves respect for all it can offer in term
of teachings, moral identity and reference
horizons to a contemporary quest for a
deeper meaning. From time to time I
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About 1992, my
husband Ian and I
came back to live in
Wilmslow near Dean
Row Chapel. I was
interested in visiting
the Chapel, as my
maternal
Grandparents were
Unitarians married at
Platt Chapel and a paternal great Aunt and
family were members of Dean Row for many
years.
We came from Congregational families, so
were interested to learn what Unitarianism
was all about. Needless to say we had a
very warm welcome and began to attend
regularly. One Sunday I picked up a copy of
The Unitarian and noticed a series of
lectures being held at Bank St Chapel,
Bolton. There were two lectures by Rev. Dr
Leonard Smith on the history of the
Unitarians and two by Rev. Dr Arthur Long
on Unitarian Theology. We were particularly
interested in Dr Long’s explanation of
Unitarian Theology and so we became
members of Dean Row Chapel. We then

discovered that Dr Long was a founder of
the U.C.A. and joined in its early days.
Over the years we have enjoyed a number
of events held at Unitarian churches and
chapels in Lancashire and Cheshire – Gee
Cross, Hyde, Flowery Field some years ago
and this year’s A.G.M. at Knutsford
Chapel with its fascinating connection
with Elizabeth Gaskell and the Rev William Gaskell.
Mary Harrison is a member of Dean Row
Chapel and a longstanding member of the
UCA
Rev Roberto Rosso

In a world in which
religion is used as
an excuse to spread
hatred hiding other
types of interests, I
find it indispensable, and I am
honoured to support
a project such as
the UCA. The need and the opportunity to
open ourselves to the comparison with
other cultures should not make us forget
our duty to deepen the knowledge of our
roots, which, in fact, make it possible and
fruitful comparison. If it is true that Jesus
preached to Gentiles and Samaritans, but
it is also true that he never wanted to
forget his own tradition. True peace can
never be found by subtraction, denying
ourselves, but only stating our values in a
spirit of dialogue and respect, that,
Christian way we call the Kingdom of
Heaven. Thank you all, Greetings from
Italy.
The Rev. Roberto Rosso is an Italian leader
of a Unitarian community in Turin.
Rev Roger Tarbuck
I have not been able, for one reason or
another, to attend many of the functions
of the UCA, but my heart has always been
with it. I sadly met some intolerance of its
precursor, the Fellowship of Liberal
Christians; I once heard it said that “they
want to make the whole movement like
them”. But happily, the Unitarian ethos of
freedom, reason and tolerance put a stop

to such talk and all went well and to my
delight the Unitarian Christian Association
was formed and accepted as a part of the
General Assembly, where we know that we
are among friends, demonstrating the
acceptance of differences in faith that are a
vital part of Unitarianism. No longer is it
feared that the Archbishop of Canterbury
will come crashing through our church
doors to claim his own if the word “Jesus”
falls from our lips. Yes, I am delighted that
the UCA is doing so well, and I am grateful
to all those who have worked, and are still
working, for its benefit and the spiritual
comfort and joy of its members, plus the
happiness and cohesion of Unitarianism as
a whole, as we look out to the world and
inward to those whose nearer needs may so
easily be overlooked.
The Rev Roger Tarbuck became a UCA member in 1993. He is a retired Unitarian Minister.
Jacques Herman
I made the choice of
joining the UCA because,
first of all, I consider myself as a liberal Christian
who does not believe in
the deity of Jesus Christ.
Theologically, I feel close
to John Shelby Spong, to Marcus Borg and
to John Dominic Crossan. I do not consider
myself as "anti-trinitarian" but rather as
"no trinitarian" and I feel consequently
more at ease and comfortable in the frame
of a creedless Christian denomination
although, for geographical reasons, I can
hardly sit on the pews of the chuch.
Belonging to the UCA, even living abroad,
signifies in my sight being linked by prayers
and by thoughts to a liberal and adogmatic
Christian fellowship which corresponds to
my personal convictions at this stage of my
spiritual journey.
Jacques Herman is a Belgian-born Swiss
citizen who has held a variety of ecumenical
posts. He is a writer, poet, watercolourist
and retired history teacher.
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Sudden Death of
a Christian Denomination
Jeremy Goring

In the early 1980s the Religious and Moral
Education Press published a number of little
books in a new ‘Christian Denominations
Series’ which was designed for schools. Having
dealt with Roman Catholics, Anglicans and a
variety of Nonconformists they thought they
had covered everybody – until somebody said,
‘What about the Unitarians?’ ‘Ah, yes’, may
have been the reply, ‘but are they really
Christians?’ Since the Unitarians lacked a
creed or even a statement of faith, the decision
was probably made to seek for an answer by
examining the denomination’s hymn book.
At that time, while a few Unitarian congregations still used Hymns of Worship (1927), most
had moved on to Hymns of Worship Revised
(1962). If RMEP did examine this book they
would have been reassured to discover that it
had sections headed ‘The Life and Ministry of
Jesus’, ‘Christian Discipleship’, ‘Communion of
Saints’ and ‘The Kingdom of God’. They would
also have noted with approval that the book
included hymns for the two major festivals of
the Church – Easter and Whitsuntide. How
could people not be Christians if they sang ‘In
the cross of Christ I glory’ or ‘Come, Holy One,
in love’? The denomination passed the test and
The Unitarians, written by myself and my wife
Rosemary, was duly published in 1984.
It was only just in time. Had RMEP got wind of
a new Unitarian hymn book then in preparation
they would almost certainly not have included
us. Hymns for Living, published by the Lindsey
Press in 1985, turned out to be a very different
book from the one it was designed to replace.
Very few distinctively Christian hymns survived
the great cull. A small ‘Judaeo-Christian
Heritage’ section did retain a handful of old (but
often truncated) favourites and introduced one
fine new hymn by Cliff Reed – ‘Jesus died, but
Christ has triumphed’ ; but, inexplicably, it also
included Kenneth Patton’s hubristic ‘We are the
earth, upright and proud’ .
How had this sudden and totally unexpected
break with tradition come about? It is a
question that future students of history, asked
to explain the decline of Unitarian Christianity
in the second half of the 20th century, may have

to grapple with. To answer it they will first
have to do some research into the composition
of the committees that produced the
denomination’s hymn books.

Every hymn book inevitably reflects the views
and sentiments of the people who produce it.
In the case of Hymns of Worship Revised the
names of the compilers were not named in the
preface but here, for the record, they are:
Mortimer Rowe, Dorothy Tarrant, Arthur
Vallance, Arthur Long, Eileen Kielty (later Eila
Forrester) and myself. Age-wise they fell
neatly into three categories: old, middle-aged,
and young. As was to be expected, the two
youngest committee members were the ones
who wanted to make the biggest changes.
Eileen once said to me jokingly. ‘Let’s scrap
the lot and start again.’ And such was my
impatience with those I believed to be
standing in the way of progress, there was a
bit of me that was inclined to agree with her.
As it happened, the older generation prevailed,
and the committee produced a book that was
not substantially different from the one it had
been asked to revise. On the other hand, the
members of the editorial committee of Hymns
for Living were for the most part younger and
less conservative. If sweeping changes were
proposed there were no septuagenarians
around to say, ‘Steady on.’
There were other respects in which the two
committees differed. Five out of six in the
earlier one were born and bred Unitarians,
but, as far as I am aware, only two of the five
in the later one came into this category – and
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one of them, who had come to this country
in later life, knew little about British Unitarianism. There was no-one on the Hymns for
Living committee who had the knowledge
and experience of someone like Mortimer
Rowe who, having served for so many years
as Secretary of the General Assembly, knew
more than anyone about the congregations
that comprised it. Time and again, when
someone suggested the removal of a hymn,
he would shake his head and say: ‘They are
very fond of that hymn at Cross Street’ or
‘People at Ullet Road would be upset to see
it go.’ We didn’t always allow such
considerations to affect our decisions, but it
was good to be reminded of the preferences
of those whose interests we were supposed
to represent. It is all too easy for a select
group sitting in Essex Hall to allow
themselves to be guided only by their own
predilections and ignore those of the people
in the pews.

could people be called ‘disloyal’ for
protesting about the actions of a committee
that, in their opinion, had acted
irresponsibly?
In due course plans went ahead for the
publication of a book that would retain all
that was best in Hymns of Worship Revised,
while at the same time incorporating new
material, including some offerings from
Hymns for Living that were thought to be up
to standard. Hymns of Faith & Freedom
was a collection that was truly fit for
purpose, preserving hymns that had long
provided spiritual nourishment for
Unitarians and might continue to do so for
generations. Hosmer was back with 22
hymns to his name, including one (first
introduced to this country in 1962) that
ended with a startling prophecy about the
reincarnation of Christ:
Now, as of old, in lowly plight

Personal considerations also influenced the
choice of hymns. Because of his daughter’s
presence members of the Hymns of Worship
Revised committee felt bound to retain all
the hymns composed by W. G. Tarrant,
even if we weren’t always happy with them.
Things could be even trickier if committee
members were themselves aspiring hymnwriters. In our case there was only one
member in this category – Arthur Vallance –
and his fine hymn, ‘Lord of the wondrous
earth’, was accepted with gratitude and
acclamation. However, on the Hymns for
Living committee there were two would-be
hymn-writers, who between them had a
grand total of 38 hymns accepted. It is
sobering to reflect that, in order to accommodate these newcomers, no fewer than 26
hymns by Hosmer, once described as ‘the
prince of Unitarian hymn-writers’, had to be
culled.

The Christ of larger faith is born:
The watching shepherds come by night,
And then, the kings of earth at morn!
The appearance of a divisive new hymn
book in 1985 may have caused the sudden
death of a Christian denomination but after
1991, with the publication of Hymns of
Faith & Freedom and the foundation of the
Unitarian Christian Association, those
calling themselves Christians could
continue to feel at home in the Unitarian
movement.

Jeremy Goring is a Vice-President of
the Unitarian Historical Society and a
former Unitarian minister.
Since 1991 he has been European
Representative of Brotherhood of the
Cross and Star, also known as Christ's
Universal Spiritual School of Practical
Christianity.

Little wonder that, on its publication, The
Inquirer received one of the biggest postbags of protest in its history.
The publication of Hymns for Living led
immediately to a proposal for an alternative
hymn book. This prompted a writer to The
Inquirer to dub this proposal ‘divisive’ and to
express the hope that ‘the vast majority of
Unitarians are loyal and sensible enough to
ignore the ridiculous notion’. Didn’t this
correspondent realize that it was the new
hymn book, which had caused so much
controversy, that was divisive? And how
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25 YEARS OF A LIBERAL CHRISTIAN WITNESS
THE ‘SILVER ANNIVERSARY’ OF THE UCA
Rev Alex Bradley
From the viewpoint of church history, the
first twenty –five years of an institution’s
existence is not a long time but from a
personal, human angle, it is the length of
a generation and thus something that
should be marked and celebrated.
I have not mentioned the names of
Officers past and present in this article,
except one, Rev Dr Arthur Long, who
influenced and guided the UCA through
much of our existence .I have presently
little or no access to papers, documents
or diaries so this is a personal reflection
on the life and work of the Unitarian
Christian Association (UCA from hereon).

once asked one minister for some advice
about a church I was due to conduct
worship in. “Oh just mention God two or
three times, that will do”, was the reply.
The cynicism and world weariness of this
comment shocked and saddened me.
Unitarianism seemed to be heading at
full pelt down a path towards a totally
secular outlook, hinted at by John
Hostler, in a fairly recently published
survey of Unitarianism. This was not so
much throwing the baby out with the
bathwater, but tantamount to
demolishing the bathroom and the entire
house as well. I wanted to join a liberal
church, not a branch of the National
Secular Society. Living in the Southeast,
I was largely unaware at that time of
what was then a strong tradition of
liberal Unitarian Christianity in many of
our other churches, particularly in the
north and northwest.

I spoke to one of our leading ministers
who was involved in its early days and he
replied that he had “sketchy memories”
of the period and some of mine are similarly rather sketchy. I signed on very
early on in the UCA’s history, as a
grass-roots member, having been invited
to join in my student days but my
involvement was limited at the beginning.

Fortunately, however, I encountered
some very good ministerial role models,
two in particular being my own local
minister who led worship of a very high
calibre and our fine District Minister who
helped and encouraged me along the
path to ministry.

I had come into Unitarianism in the
1980s. It was both an exhilarating and
curious combination of experiences. It
was exhilarating in that here was a
religious group where one had freedom
from pressure to think or believe in a
particular way. It was possible to be a
liberal Christian while still maintaining
one’s spiritual and intellectual integrity.
It was curious because, at least in the
part of the world where I lived, some
Unitarians seemed determined (much to
the bemusement of this newcomer) to
renounce any connection with
Christianity, any belief in God (however
loosely defined) or indeed, any notion of
the sacred, ‘Das Heilige’, to borrow the
famous phrase of Rudolf Otto. As a very
new and rather nervous lay preacher, I

Although it was not a UCA project, the
new hymnbook, Hymns of Faith and
Freedom quickly became known as the
‘UCA hymnbook’, or the ‘red hymn book’.
It acted as a complement to the ‘green
hymnbook’, Hymns for Living, published
a few years previously. Both expressed
aspects of the Unitarian tradition that
were important and valuable and should
have been seen as complementary.
Unfortunately, human nature being what
it is, they were very often seen as competitors instead. You were either a ‘red’
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or a ‘green’ person in your preferences.
While preferring the theology and
spiritual depth of HFF, I was one of those
who saw value in both (and still do).
Thanks to the new ‘red’ hymnal, several
wonderful Transcendentalist hymns were
brought back into circulation and hymns
about God, Jesus and the Christian
church made a welcome reappearance
from the shadows.

GA, thus underlining the commitment
expressed in our aim. This was
eventually accepted by the GA, although
I was told by someone who was present
that there were reservations in some
quarters.

The UCA held various events in different
parts of the country, with varying degrees
of success. Inevitably, as the GA itself
has found over the years, its activists,
were often stretched to the limit trying to
support their local churches, Districts or
other groups, not to mention the fact that
lay people had to earn their living in their
careers. That being said, we achieved
much, despite these limitations. People
whose own local churches might offer
little or no spiritual sustenance to
Christian or Theistic Unitarians could at
least share in worship and fellowship
which honoured the Christian roots of
our faith, from time to time.

From the very beginning of the UCA, its
stated aim was ‘to preserve and
strengthen the Christian tradition within
the Unitarian Movement’. This seemed
entirely sensible, liberal and
open-minded to me. There were some
outsiders who thought differently. An
otherwise amiable Unitarian whom I
respected and admired, then as now,
asked me why I was joining a ‘sectarian
organisation’. Amazed as I was by the
question, I had the presence of mind to
reply that any organisation that had the
Reverend Dr Arthur Long as its leading
light could hardly be called sectarian in
any sense of the word.

‘Only connect’, E.M. Forster, famously
said in his novel, Howards End. Over the
past 25 years the UCA has sought to
connect and re-connect Unitarians with
the depths and well-springs of their faith.
This has been true both in the realm of
ideas and in the personal sphere.
The UCA has promoted and published a
number of books over the years,
including most recently Gems for the
Journey by the Rev. Sue Woolley.
In addition, the Herald, through various
changes of name and format, has acted
as an intellectual and spiritual light for
many Unitarians and Free Christians,
not least the present writer. Yet again,
the UCA owes a huge debt to Arthur Long
in particular, who edited it with
scholarship, skill and flashes of humour
(shown, for example, in his column ‘On
the Lighter Side’) for most of its existence. In this way, we acted as a resource
for the Unitarian movement as a whole.
I remember with great pleasure the warm
welcome we received when some
members of the UCA ‘Officer
Group’ (committee) visited Ireland on a
couple of occasions in the mid 2000s.
Our links with our sister liberal Christian
churches are precious and we seek to

Paranoia is not an invention of the
internet age and there were some in the
GA, albeit probably a small minority, who
saw the UCA as a possible vehicle for a
breakaway from the denomination
(perhaps they had the recent 1980s
Labour/Social Democrat split at the back
of their minds). I was not a part of the
UCA’s decision making process at its
inception but when I later became UCA
Secretary and had access to some earlier
papers and minutes, I cannot recall
seeing anything suggesting such a
possibility. Many, perhaps most, of us
Unitarians, from every part of the
theological spectrum, have expressed
frustration at times with the movement
(usually abbreviated as the GA) but that
is usually as far as it goes. Unitarians are
like an extended family whose members
alternately love, and then fall out of love
with, one another and then come
together again in friendship and an
agreement to differ. After some years of
debate, the UCA decided to apply for
recognition as an affiliated society of the
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From the Moderator,
Rev Jean
Bradley

affirm and strengthen them.
Most importantly for me, at least, it was
indirectly thanks to the UCA that I met
my future wife on a ministers’ retreat
and a friendship that began then
eventually turned to love years later.

It says in Ecclesiastes chapter
three; verse one,
“For everything
there is a season, and a time
for every matter
under heaven.
(NRSV) I believe
that twenty five
years ago there
was a need for
change in the
General
Assembly of
Unitarian and Free Christian Churches.
Many Unitarians felt that previous ‘seasons’
of Free and liberal Christian worship was
declining and so the
Unitarian Christian Association was formed
as a support and resource to those of us
still holding a Christian faith.
As moderator, I am pleased to give thanks
to the five people who by their contributions
to this issue have given a broad view of the
membership and the work of the UCA.
Mary Harrison who is a member of Dean
Row Chapel and The Rev Roger Tarbuck
(now retired Unitarian Minister) represent
the early members of the UCA.
The Rev. Roberto Rosso is an Italian leader
of a Unitarian community in Turin and the
Reverend Lawrence Sudbury is an Italian
Unitarian Minister living in Milan
represents some of our members from
abroad. And finally, we acknowledge our
new members, so I offer thanks to Barrie
Wood from South Devon, for writing his
piece; Barrie only joined us this July.
I give thanks to you all for your
continuing membership and sincere
commitment to the UCA.
On a lighter note, on the back cover there
are photos of the Churches and Chapels
who are congregational members of the
UCA. How many do you recognize?
The answers are in the box next to this
article if you are stuck.
I wish all members best wishes at this
special time, I hope to see some of you at
Essex Hall for our anniversary
celebration in October.

I have heard it said many times – the
last being only a few days ago - that
there should be no need for the UCA, in
a movement entitled ‘The General
Assembly of Unitarian and Free
Christian Churches’. In an ideal
universe of Platonic forms, this may be
so, but in the world of humankind, the
reality is rather different. There are still
those who occasionally suggest a
Stalinist style purge of all reference to
our Christian roots (and by implication,
the exclusion of anyone who considers
him or herself a follower of Jesus).
The UCA acts as an antidote to such
sectarianism; we seek to serve as a
spiritual sanctuary and a well of living
water for our fellow liberals who seek a
religion based on tolerance, rational
spirituality and compassion for all.
The heart of UCA has always been our
allegiance to the teachings and example
of Jesus, ‘the pioneer and perfecter of
our faith’ (Hebrews 12.2). We seek to
follow the open mind and heart of his
spirit, in his words, that ‘anyone who is
not against us is for us’. (Luke 9.50).
We look forward in faith and hope to
continuing our worship and witness
with our fellow Unitarians and Free
Christians in the next 25 years and
Congregational Members on the back cover

Brook St; Dean Row; Flowery Field;
Dob Lane; Kingswood; Effra Rd;
Williamson; Hale; Cambridge;

Nazareth; Norcliffe; Hyde;
Stalybridge; Mill Hill; Rosslyn Hill

God bless you all.
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A Tribute to Rev Arthur Long
Given by Rev Jeff Gould on 18 December 2006, at Stand Chapel, Whitefield

Rev Arthur Long was one of the
founder members of the UCA ,
the Editor of the Herald for
many years, Chair of the UCA
Committee and President.
We are a mighty congregation this
afternoon of people who knew Arthur in
many different spheres, arenas and
activities. Each of us would be able to
pay our own unique tribute to the person
he was, based on our experience of his
generosity of spirit. It was in the autumn
of 1999 that I found myself on retreat
with Arthur, and it is my memory of that
time which encapsulates for me his
character. In the course of an icebreaking exercise, the retreatants were
asked to offer an example of what they
would do if they had a chance to live life
once more, or to suggest what other path
their lives might have taken.
Arthur was the first to speak, and he
readily revealed that he did not think he
had been suited to the life of ministry,
even though he had found it wonderfully
fulfilling. He shared with the group his
own reflection that he had always
wondered what life would have given him,
had he led a career on the stage. Silence
fell upon the group. Arthur could tell
that he had taken us all aback with his
revelation, so he went on to explain the
joys that the life of a thespian might have
given him.
Now that vignette of life with Arthur was
very telling for me. It demonstrated that
he always had something up his sleeve,
whether it were a piece of information, a
tale that he could recount with
eloquence, a joke that would set the room
alight, or a personal revelation that would
open another vista to his personality.
There was always more to Arthur than
met the eye, and therein lay his skill of
gently but progressively earning the
- 11 -

respect and affection of those with
whom he lived, loved, ministered,
taught, led, coached, and advised. His
was a life of total ministry, a life that
played upon one sort of stage, that was
always clothed in integrity. Some expression of his theatrical talents did
manage to inform his ministry, as he
produced an annual pantomime in the
course of his
ministry at Unity Church in Bolton,
and Arthur’s organ playing often
accompanied worship services and
events in the wider life of the
denomination!
We heard earlier in our service today
those words of the Apostle Paul, writing
to his fellow-Christians in Rome:
“Do not conform any longer to the
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind.” [Romans12.2]
Arthur’s own life was an example of
this very text. A son of the manse, he
too answered a call to a life of ministry,
but never allowed the boundaries of
one tradition to limit his scope.
He was a truly catholic person of faith,
who valued diversity in all spheres.
This was borne out in his office as
Secretary of the Bolton Council of
Churches in the early 1960s, before the
dizzying effects of the Second Vatican
Council had permeated interdenominational relations.
A true ecu-maniac, well-versed in the
history and theology of other traditions,
Arthur was well-equipped to take part
in the formation of Luther King House,
an entity that was a ground-breaking
federation of theological colleges here,
in Manchester. He could see the truth
and validity of another person’s faith,
whilst loyally sustaining his own. This
largesse enabled him to serve
authentically within the Unitarian Free

Christian tradition, an accomplishment
that does not come easily to many.
Scholarship was a high priority for
Arthur. He nurtured it in others and
practiced it himself.
He won a scholarship to Wembley
County School in 1931, went up to
Exeter College, Oxford in 1938 to read
PPE, trained for the ministry at
Manchester College, Oxford, then in
1944 won a Hibbert Scholarship to
study in the United States. Owing to the
Second World War, he instead studied
at Edinburgh.
Thirty years of congregational-based
ministry then followed, but his
commitment to education eventually led
him back to the academy, first as tutor
in 1959 and then as acting and then
appointed Principal of the Unitarian
College Manchester until 1988.
And so it was that two generations of
students for the ministry were inspired
by his example of persistent study.
No tribute to Arthur would be complete
without reference to THE EXPOSITORY
TIMES, a publication that Arthur
continually advocated as a source of
informed biblical and theological
scholarship. Thousands of clergy and
laypeople who never scanned its pages,
benefited from his longstanding
acquaintance with this august
periodical. This would have been the
final copy he received before his death.
[A copy was held aloft.]

he never viewed
himself as
important or
distinctive in any
remarkable way.
both biblical languages and modern
tongues. One of his many epiphanies
was that of wedding chaplain—often
officiating at marriages in the Northwest
when the volume was too great for the
incumbent minister. He helped me out
a great deal in my first year of ministry
at Norcliffe Chapel in Styal, where he
was keen to officiate at weddings in
German and French! I spoke with
many couples who said that he had
made their day truly memorable, and he
was often asked to return in order to
baptize their children.

Arthur’s academic and pastoral
achievements were honoured most
appropriately in 1995, when he was
awarded an honorary Doctorate in
Theology from the University in
Kolozsvar, Romania.
This spoke to his international vision,
and his superb relations with the Unitarian communities of Hungary and
Transylvania. Arthur’s linguistic
abilities also shed light on his global
perspective. He was comfortable with
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Arthur’s very public and very committed
life was nurtured by his love of and by
his family. Margaret and he met in
London, when she served as organist for
the Stamford Street congregation.
Her family approved of this sincere,
sensible, quiet, gentleman, and they
married in 1952, and moved “up North”
to Bolton, where he served the
congregations of Unity Church and
Horwich. It was in the course of his 23
years of service there that Christopher
and Adrian were born. Their childhood
memories include the image of Arthur
working in his study till the wee hours
of the morning, and then managing to
be up and about before any other
member of the family!
Margaret did reveal that Arthur often
completed tasks at the last minute, so
late nights were routine experiences.
One could never say that Arthur was
boastful, but he did always speak with
great pride about Margaret’s musical
talents, Chris and Adrian’s
accomplishments, and the abiding love
he had for his grandchildren: Felicity,
Nicholas, Rosie, and Natalie.
It was in this chapel [Stand, Whitefield]
that Chris and Michelle were married by
Arthur, and Natalie was christened was
by him. He was also able to preach at
Adrian and Sue’s wedding in the
Hightown Parish Church. Those of us
who knew Arthur in his very public
roles, can only marvel at how he
managed to maintain such a full and
committed family life. His granddaughter, Rosie, shared with me her favourite
memory of Arthur, going to see her in
her role as Rose Queen in 2003 on the
annual Club Day, when the local
churches processed round the town.
How he found the time to attend so
many functions, private and public, is a
minor miracle, but a testament to his
energy and commitment.

ingly. The General Assembly of
Unitarian and Free Christian Churches
made him its President and an
Honorary Member. He was a valued
lecturer in the department of Religions
and Theology at the University of
Manchester.
The Unitarian Christian Association
named him its President after years of
service as its Chairman. Apologies have
been received by various educators,
ministers and former church members,
who could not be here today, but who
represent countless other souls who
benefited from their relationship with
Arthur.
It is a blessing that Arthur’s
contributions were acknowledged so
openly in his lifetime, even though he
never viewed himself as important or
distinctive in any remarkable way.
Margaret and he celebrated their
Golden Wedding Anniversary in 2002,
and that occasion serves to remind us
all of the richness of his life and the
depths of his love for the people he
encountered at a very deep level.
His family described him to me as, “a
man of peace”. That is in keeping with
his favourite biblical text, which we
have heard today from Romans.
The passage ends with the command:
“Live in harmony with one another.” [Romans 12.16] Arthur achieved
that harmony, and its music will gently
inform the lives of all those he
influenced for years to come.

There are institutions represented here
today to which Arthur gave much of
himself, and who honoured him accord-

- 13 -

UCA @ GA
Revs Jean and Alex Bradley
Alex and I loaded the car on Tuesday
morning with the communion set, materials
for the UCA stall, (I had prepared some
displays - using different cardboard boxes
which had UCA information on them, plus a
layout which copied the ‘Gems for the
Journey’ poster, plus books and Heralds.)
So it was an almost instant display. We also
had to pack paint brushes, trays, dusters,
fancy dress, musical instruments and lots
more, all for the children’s story in the
anniversary service, luckily Alex only needed
his tablet and folder for his anniversary
sermon otherwise there wouldn’t have been
room in the car for us!
Once the Minister’s conference was over, we
quickly set up the stall, it was difficult to find
time to be with it, I did leave a note to say
please leave contact details if interested in
the UCA. Three people left their details.
Cathy was absolutely wonderful – she got the
6.30 train from Wales to get to Birmingham,
(she was actually on her holiday). When she
arrived at the conference we discovered that
the hotel had made a mistake with the
timing of the book launch and had not
prepared the room, so quickly the staff
rallied round, setting up tables and wine,
while we arranged a display for the book,
(I took the display off the stall as a centre
piece and we fanned the books around,
which seemed to look quite nice.
The event was a great success; Sue gave a
short talk and went on to book signing.
We had a good crowd and at a guess I think
we have sold at least 40 books. Bearing in
mind that there were other book selling
events going on at the GA as well, I think the
outcome was really positive.
Cathy was able to take a more leisurely
lunch after the launch (well deserved) before
getting back to her holiday. Thank you so
much Cathy.
Alex and I then were involved with the
rehearsals for the Anniversary Service, a
huge choir was gathered, it was great as the
GA hadn’t had one for two years and we both
had an opportunity to talk to lots of people
who have a very different theology to us, yet
in working together in friendship, we felt that
the often quite clear divide between certain
groups and the UCA was narrowing.
We were pleased with the Anniversary

Service, it was generally acclaimed to be very
good and very joyous although one 11 year
old boy said that the sermon mentioned
Jesus three times! Yet the overall reaction
was that it was a wonderful Unitarian
service. A lot of the children’s leaders said
they loved the story that the children and I
had worked on. I told them it was from Luke
chapter 14 which might have been a bit of a
surprise, we also had Winnie Gordon
reading those verses in the service.
Because of the Christian slant, we later
received various comments from people who
felt that they were missing the Christian
teachings and I am seriously considering
contacting Norwich children’s leaders with
information on stories and activities from the
bible, (I have quite a good resource that I use
at my own chapel) as they admit that they
use all other world scriptures except
Christianity.
The next morning, we were up at 6am to get
ready to conduct the communion service.
We lit a candle for Lewis and all prayed for
him and many were really sorry not to see
him. 38 people took communion, which I
think is very good considering that that was
the last day and everyone had to quickly get
packed in readiness to leave their rooms
before the GA ends.
I also have had a conversation with Chris
Pilkington and he suggested that we could
write a course on the lines of’ building your
own identity’ but with the Christian angle, I
think this is worth thinking about, and after
further conversation we also thought that we
could offer ourselves to go to a district or a
particular congregation offering suggestions
for worship or activities .
I hope this has been an interesting report,
Alex and I have returned feeling quietly
optimistic for the UCA, long may this
continue.
I would appreciate your comments on Chris
Pilkington’s suggestion as he is eager to have
email conversation with me on this issue.
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UNITARIAN CHRISTIAN
ASSOCIATION
www.unitarianchristian.org

25th Anniversary Celebrations
Unitarian Headquarters
ESSEX HALL
1 Essex Street, London, WC2R 3HY
www.unitarian.org.uk
SATURDAY, 8 OCTOBER 2016
Lunch at 1pm
(no charge)
Worship 2pm
2.30pm
Addresses given by
Dr. Tony Cross

(Founding Member and past Chairman of the UCA)

Mr. Derek McAuley

.

(Chief Officer, General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches)
For catering purposes, please contact Jeff Gould, telephone, 01625 403509
Email, jeffreylanegould1959@talktalk.net
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